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from three obverse and four reverse dies; one reverse
die occurs with Z only, two others with Z and BB, the
fourth with AA and BB. As the number of coins of
Hermippos which still exist is larger than in the case of
almost any other magistrate in the three series, it is
possible that his issue was an exceptional one and
involved the concurrent use of two obverse dies, between
which the reverse dies were interchanged; or Z may
have been worn out before two of the reverse dies used
with it, a third reverse die may have been made for A A
and have outlasted it, and all three old reverse dies may
have been brought out for use with BB. It may be
noted that 27 (a), the one coin struck from AA, shows a
badly flawed die ; so perhaps A A, just as was suggested
for P above, was a poor die which broke up quickly. In
style AA and BB are very similar, and may well be from
the same hand as Y; so that it may be suggested that
Z represents the interpolation of a fresh artist for a
single occasion at the mint. A difference begins to be
noticeable in a detail of the treatment of the reverse type
about this time. In the earlier coins of the second series,
the lion is represented standing, in a restful pose; but in
some of the coins of Herakleides, and more markedly
still in all those of Hermippos, he is almost crouching,
as if about to spring. The two remaining magistrates
of this group can be placed by die connexions; Deme-
trios used die BB, after Hermippos, in a rather flawed
condition; and he shared die CO with Phanokrates,
whose coin appears to show a later state of the die than
that of Demetrios. This last die is again by a fresh
artist, and shows distinctly better work than most of the
preceding ones in the group; at the same time it has
some affinity of style to the dies of the next series.
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